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COLORISM PANEL·

OVC NOTEBOOK

A colorism panel was held in the

The OVC women's basketball

Martin Luther King Jr. University Union

standings are shaping up with

on Tuesday. Those in attendance

Tennessee Tech leading the
conference with an 8-0 record.

discussed race at Eastern and in
Charleston.
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"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID"

EWS
Spring
-enrollment
numbers
'really good'
By JJ Bullock

Editor-in-{hief I @bullockD

ELIZABETH WOOD I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Stuart Benkert, the inaugural head of the department of performing arts at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, answers questions
during his interview at Booth Library on Tuesday afternoon. During his interview, he discussed techniques and '(lays to bring more diversity to
. Eastern staff.

Eastern hosts 3rd CLAS dean
candidate Stuart Benkert Tuesday
By E milie Bow man

Staff Reporter I @DEN_news
Eastern hosted the third candidate fo r
dean of the College o f Liberal Arts and Sci
ences on Tuesday.
Stuart Benkert is currently the head of the
Department of Performing Arts at the Uni
versity of Tennessee at Chattanooga in Chat
tanooga, Tennessee.
Benkert has also served as the assistant
provost of student success as well as the in
terim head of the Department of Economics.

In 20 1 2, Benkert was selected as an Amer
ican Council of Education Leadership Fel
low.
Benkert began by talking about how to
improve engagement at Eastern.
" Engagement doesn't happen with one de
cision; it's a series of decisions," Benkert said.
"We can't sit around here and tell the stu
dents what they think is going to be cool, so
they have to be a big part of where we go."
Benkert went on to talk about Eastern's fu;
ture and the plans in place to improve the
school.

" This 'All-In' notion that you've got, this
taskforce about looking at program rede
signs, that's exactly what needs to happen.
So far, I've met both your president and your
provost, and they have the right mind.set for
how you move forward," Benkert said. "I
think it's going to succeed. I want to be·a
part of that."
Benkert talked about the importance of
faculty members when making decisions and
bringing about change on campus.

By Jelan Buchanan

The first official Student Senate meeting of
the semester will be in the Arcola/ Tuscola room
of the Martin Luther King Jr. Urri¥ersity Union
at 7 p.m. and they wiII start the meeting by
swearing in two new senators before proceeding
to the start of the Speaker election.
The two new senators being sworn in tomor
row are Keith Kerrigan and Ben Drake.
After getting sworn in they will officially be
on the Senate and will be able to take action,
start voting and participate in the meetings.
Student Senator Seth Yeakel will be the only
Senator running for the speaker election.
The Speaker election will be broken down
into two parts: the first part will be nomina
tions and getting familiar with the candidates.
The second part will be the senators voting on

who they believe will be the best Speaker.
At Wednesday's meeting, the Student Senate
will fulfill the first part and the Feb. 5 meeting
will be the vote.
The main focus for the first official Student
Senate meeting will be to focus on getting on
the same page for goals and ideas that everyone
has to bring to the table this semester.
"Our main goals for this semester is to con
tinue to promote recruitment and outreach
both within and outside of our organization,
focus on mental health as a continued priori
ty and continue to support inclusivity efforts as
far as African American heritage month, wom
en's heritage month and all the different other
aspects that'll be happening on campus," Stu
dent Body President Carson Gordon said.
They are also looking to get all of their posi
tions aligned by getting the senators their com
mittee placements.

JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-2812 orjpbull
ock@eiu.edu.

Nursing program
progressing quickly
By JJ Bullock

DEAN,pageS

Student senate ·to hold 1st official meeting
Staff Reporter I @DEN_news

Eastern Provost Jay Gatrell said Eastern's 1 om
day enrollment numbers are "really good" for the
Spring semester Tuesday at Eastern's Faculty Sen
ate meeting.
Gatrell was not able to share the specific num
lx;rs with the Faculty Senate because Illinois Gove
nor J.B. Pritzker mandates that all enrollment fig
ures and enrollment press releases at public univer
sities be sent to his office for review before being re
leased to the public.
Gatrell did however say the "internals" were re
ally good and the number of credit hours and con
tinuing students was also positive. He also noted
that the number of students involved in degree pro
grams was rising.
Gatrell said he anticipates the �nrollment num
bers will be made public in the next 24 to 48 hours.
Eastern's associate vice president for enroll
ment Josh Norman said Eastern's institutional re
search team was currently working on compiling
the numbers and delivering them to Pritzker's office
for approval. He said once Pritzker approves the re
lease, Eastern will make the numbers public.
Eastern's enrollment numbers for the Spring of
201 9 were up from the Spring of 201 8 and East
ern will certainly hope to see the upswing contin
ue this year.
Eastern's Spring 20 1 9 total head count was
7,503.students, and 4,621 of those were on campus
stu'1ents. Eastern's Spring 201 8 total head count
was 7,0 1 6 students, and 4,943 of those were on
campus.

Committee chair positions will be an
nounced at the meeting as well.
They are still in the process of recruiting to
get 1 3 more seats filled.
" Recruiting is going well," Gordon said.
"We're at quorum, but we're continuing to ac
cept new appointments, so we'll continue to
add a few new senators but we're in a good po
sition."
An application for student senators can be
found online on the Senate's website under "ap
plications."
A note on the Senate's website encourages
students to attend weekly Senate meetings and
introduce them;Selves to the Senate and to speak
to the Speaker of the Senate about becoming a
senator.
Jelan Buchanan can be reached at 581-2812 or
atjjbuchanan@eiu.edu.

-

Editor-in-Chief I @bullockjj
The Illinois Board of Nursing approved
Eastern's feasibility study into its new nursing
program and progress in developing the new
program is moving along quickly, according
to Eastern Provost Jay Gatrell who updated
the Faculty Senate on the program Tuesday.
Gatrell said there is still a lot of work to be
done and there would be a "complex series
of moves over the summer months" regarding
the. nursing program.
The Hlinois Board of Higher Education
still must approve the new academic unit
which would solidify nursing as a department
at Eastern, being just one of the still many
steps left in the process of beginning the pro
gram. But things are moving quickly, some
thing Senate member and associate profes
sor of nursing Sue Gosse, credited to Gatrell's
hard work during the process.
There is still a lot left to be done however,
including the procurement of facilities and
equipment and the approval of curriculum.
NURSING,page 5
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About
The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Mon
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and
spring semesters and twice weekly during the sum
mer term except during university vacations or exami
nations. One copy per day is free to students and facul
ty. Additional copies can be obtained for SO cents each
in the Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.

Advertising

Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 5812812 or fax 581-2923. Visit our online advertise
ments at dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.
Comments /Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you be-·
lieve your information is relevant.

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds,
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected"

_

as promptly as possible. Please report any factual er
ror you find to Editor-in-Chief JJ Bullock at SBl-2812.
Employment
If you would like to work for 1he Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoon
ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.
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California settles lawsuit with
soccer fan over vanity plate
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SACRAMENTO, Cali£ (AP) -A
California soccer fan has 'won in his
attempt to honor his favorite soccer
tean1 with the vanity plate "COYW''
. �- an acronym for the slogan "Come
On You Whites." The state Depart
ment of Motor Vehicles initially said
the tagline has offensive connotations. .
The DMV said on Tuesday it
would give Jonathan �oder the li
cense plate after settling a free speech
lawsuit in federal court. Kotler sup
ports London-based Fulham, whose
fans often chant " Come On You
Whites" for their players in white jer
seys.
"Upon further administrative re
view, the DMV determined Mr. Kot
ler's personalized plate request for

'COYW ' should not have been reject
ed and is expediting the approval to
get it to Mr. Kotler as quickly as pos
sible," Anita Gore, a deputy director
with the DMV, wrote in an email on
Tuesday.
The DMV had previously told Kot
ler "COYW' has "connotations offen
sive to good taste and decency."
Attorney Wen Fa of the nonprofit
Pacific Legal Foundation, which rep
resented Kotler, said the initial deni
al shows that "giving government of
ficials unbridled discretion to ban
speech they find offensive will inevita
bly lead to arbitrary results."
Kotler said in a statement that "the
freedom to speak as one wishes in the
face of government opposition to it

mayor of Vermont town

To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
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In response to the Sandoval inves
HASTINGS, Minn. (AP) - A
tigation and a federal bribery charge Minnesota truck driver was sentenced
against then Rep. Luis Arroyo, a Chi Tuesday to 1 0 months in-jail for the
cago Democrat, the Legislature adopt deaths of a mother and daughter who
ed greater reporting requirements for were killed when a boulder fell from
lobbying in November and created a. his truck and smashed into their car
commission to identify other ethics in suburban St. Paul.
remedies by March 3 1 .
Joseph Czeck, 34, of Hastings,
"The whole series of events around Minnesota, pleaded guilty last month
these federal investigations and in to two counts of criminal vehicular
dictments show us that we've got to homicide in the July 20 1 8 deaths of
act even tougher to stop what a lot 67 -year-old Karen Christiansen and
of people see as a culture of corrup her 32-year-old daughter, Jena Chris
tion down here," said House Major tiansen, both of Shoreview, Minneso
ity Leader Greg Harris, a Chicago ta.
Democrat. "We've got to look at what
The plea agreement accepted by the
we've learned from those ir°idictments, judge calls for Czeck to serve his jail
we've got to close any loopholes."
time in two segments, the Star Tri
Harmon, an Oak Park Democrat bune reported. Czeck will be allowed
who joined the Senate with Sando to participate in a sentence to serve
val in 2003, said, "We cannot pre program, which often means being
tend this is not a problem," but he part of a supervised work crew or do
cautioned against wide-ranging eth ing other community work involving
ics resolutions with unintended con
physical labor. He also must pay res
sequences.
titution and write a letter of apology.
"We have to identify what the
"We are pleased to have brought
problem is that we're tryi�g to solve," this man to justice for this easily pre
Harmon said. 'Tm not afraid of tack ventable crime on our roads,. which
ling the tough issues, but I do want us tragically claimed two lives in our
to identify with some precision what community," Dakota County Attor
problem we'r.e trying to solve and ney James Backstrom said in a state
whether or not the proposed solutions ment.
solve them."
As part of his business, Czeck was
hauling unsecured boulders in the
back of his commercial truck. When
the truck crossed over railroad tracks,
one of the boulders flew out of the
truck bed, crossed the median and
bounced into the windshield of the
oncoming car in Rosemount, Minne
sota.
The mother and daughter died at
is central to what it means to be an the scene. Czeck never reported the
American."
incident. Police arrested him two days
Other English soccer clubs have later.
similar taglines. Tottenham Hotspur
uses " C ome On You Spurs" or
"COYS," while teams in red might
use "COYR."
In refusing to dismiss the case last
fall, U.S. District Judge George Wu
also rejected the DMV's claim that
vehicle license plates constitute speech
by the government. Wu said it's un
likely "viewers perceive the govern
ment as speaking through personal
BATON ROU G E, La. (AP) ized �anity plates."
A former Louisiana State Universi
Among other terms, the DMV ac ty student and Phi Delta Theta mem
knowledges in its settlement that ber convicted in the hazing death of a
"COYW' is not a racist term, accord pledge has waived his right to appeal.·
ing to the Pacific Legal Foundation.
Matthew Naquin, 2 1 , of Fair Oaks
Ranch, Texas, was convicted in July
20 1 9 of negligent homicide in the
hazing death of18-year-old Max Gru
ver.
Naquin waived his right to appeal
his conviction Tuesday in exchange
for an agreement from prosecutors to
drop an obstruction of justice charge
spection violation on Friday told that carried up to five years in pris6n,
the police chief that he was voting The Advocate reported.
for the dog.
Prosecutors accused Naquin of de
The election is on March 3. Peo leting files from his phone during the
ple pay $1 to vote and a GoFundMe criminal investigation after a· search
page has been set up to raise more warrant was issued.
funds for the playground. Last year,
Naquin was sentenced in Novem
$200 was raised from the race, ac ber 20 1 9 to five years in prison, but a
cording to Gunter. Combined with judge suspended all but 2Y2 years. He
other donations the town has about started that sentence Monday.
Witnesses said Naquin didn't like
$1 0;000 of the $80,000 needed for
the playground, he said.
Gruver and singled him out dur
The position comes with respon ing a hazing ritual at the P hi Del
sibilities, said Gunter. The may ta Theta fraternity house. Naquin
or "marches in parades, manages ordered Gruver to chug a bottle of
the .Playground fund, and on occa
1 90-proof liquor in September 2017.
sion meets with the Board of Select Gruver died the following morning.
men, just to keep an eye on them," His blood-alcohol lev�I was 0.495%,
he said by email.
which is more than six times the legal
liroit to drive in Lou.isiaqay

Dog and goat vie for honorary

The Daily Eastern News is a subscriber to McClatchy
Tribune Information Services.

�.

of the Capitol. It turned my stom
ach," newly elected Senate President
Don Harmon said of the F BI's Sept.
24 raids of Sandoval's offices.
"The chapter is certainly not over
but I think it's best that Marty Sando
val is no longer a member of the Sen
ate," Harmon said.
Sandoval faces up to 1 3 years in
prison, though his cooperation could
shave years off his sentence.
Charging papers say Sandoval "cor
ruptly solicited, demanded, agreed to
accept and accepted" payments for
"continued support for the operation
of red-light cameras in the State of Il
linois."
The alleged bribery occurred be
tween 20 1 6 and 20 1 9, when, as chair
of the transportation committee, San
doval wielded.enormous influence in
how state transportation funds were
spent.
The prosecutors' filing offered few
details, including which company or
company officials paid bribes.
Sandoval, who announced his res
ignation effective Jan. 1, also pleaded
guilty to filing a false tax return. He
is accused of misstating his income
in a 20 1 7 return when he indicated
he made around $ 1 2 5,000. Sando
val knew his income "substantially ex
ceeded that amount," the filing says.

-
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S P RING FIELD, Ill. (AP ) - A
former Illinois state senator pleaded
guilty Tuesday to accepting around a
quarter of a million dollars in bribes
in exchange for protecting the inter
ests of a red-light camera company,
and promised to cooperate with feder
al prosecutors in ongoing public cor
ruption investigations.
Martin Sandoval, 56, entered his
plea during an initial hearing in U.S.
District Court in Chicago, just one
day after prosecutors listed charges
against the recent chair of the senate's
powerful transportation committee.
According to the plea agreement,
Sandoval accepted some $250,000
in bribes, though court filings don't
name the company or other individ
uals who might have been involved.
Sandoval is well connected in the
Illinois Democratic Party. His fast de
cision to cooperate comes after more
than a year of home and office raids
against multiple Democrats, several of
whom have been charged, and it in
creases the chances that more charg
es will follow.
In Springfield, the news cast an· un,
easy pallor over the first day of the
General Assembly's spring session.
"I don't know if I've ever been more
embarrassed than watching the federal
government cart cardboard boxes out

'
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Minnesota man
gets jail in deaths
of 2 women hit
by boulder

FAIR HAVEN, Vt, (AP) - It's said.
Lincoln the goat versus Sammy the
To up the ante, this year the po
dog in the race for honorary mayor lice chief nominated K-9 Sammy, a
of one Vermont town.
German Shepherd, who visits local
The Nubian goat had won the schools daily with a resource officer,
post in Fair Haven, Vermont, last attends concerts in the park and is
year after the town manager came beloved around town.
up with the pet mayor election to
The town announced the goat
raise money to rehabilitate a comwould run again after police de
munity" playground and to get kids buted Sammy's campaign.
civically involved.
Both Lincoln and Sammy are
"In Fair Haven, just like every- popular so it could be a tight race.
where else, voter participation is not
"We're definitely look more for
always as high as we want it," said ward to Sammy winning the race,"
.,...l'own Manager Joe Gunter.
said Sharai Thayer, who has three
- Resident Cheryl Daviau said the kids in school. The friendly canine
race has gotten children involved sits at the school when the kids
in the e J ection process. Her gran
- d- are going in and out and even goes
daughter got her picture taken with through the halls, she said.
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Former LSU
student drops
appeal in frat
hazing death
case
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Colorism panel held in University Union
By Jalyn Long

Staff Reporter I @DEN_news
A diverse set of faculty, staff
and students came together Tues
day night to discuss what colorism
means and how it affects people on
campus and in the community.
Colorism is used to describe
prejudice or discri mination es
pecially within a racial or ethnic
group favoring people with light
er skin over those with darker skin,
according to Merriam-Webster.
W hile it shares similarity with
racism, the act of discrimination
based on race, colorism is mainly
used to describe prejudice within
inner racial communities.
Luis Paniagua, sophomore
graphic design major, began the
conversation by talking about the
prevalence of colorism with Latino
communities.
" C olorism is a big problem in
the Latino community, and many
don't know that it's a thing," Pan
iagua said. "They don't think they
can be racist towards each other."
Paniagua presented a pie chart
where he questioned 40 students,
who were non-white, about how
they felt about colorism.
W hen asked if they knew what
colorism was, over 85 percent an
swered yes while 1 5 percent an
swered no. However, when asked if
they believed colorism was still an
issue with society, 1 00 percent of

in this classroom."
Most. of the students were of Af
rican-American, Asian and Latino
descent, all of which are statistical
minorities in Charlesto« and East
ern's student campus, which are all
predominantly white. ·
As of 20 1 7, Charleston's white
population was 83.5 percent, while
other demographics were below
1 0 percent. Charleston's African
American population is currently
at 7.59 percent, the Latino popula
tion is 3.83 percent and the Asian
population at 1 .97 percent, accord
ing to da'tausa.io.
T h e students concluded that
while colorism and racism were
equal in terms of how it damages
them, colorism feels more personal.
" You're supposed to feel safe
within your people," Paniagua said.
With issues of racism and color
ism, the students came to the idea
that as a whole, the best way to
handle these situations is by being
an ally to people of color as well
JALYN LONG I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
as holding people accountable for
Samira Abdoulaye-Pedila (left) and Morgan Colvin (right) discussing diversity in Eastern's Mattoon1Charleston in
their actions, no matter their race.
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Student Union.
"My dad says that we are a more
Samira Abdoulaye-Pedila, senior tion of safety within the classrooms sensitive generation, I say we are
people said yes.
The conversation slowly shifted psychology ma jor, talked about and the campus from racial preju more accountable," said senior po
from colorism to the implementa how she was treated with hostility dice they experience in their out litical science major Morgan Col
vin. "You should always be an ally
tion of safe spaces and then racism from white members of the college side life.
"I need to be able to go into a to someone. We still have a lot
and discrimination at Eastern and campus and in Charleston.
W hen the discussion shifted to classroom knowing that I ' m not more work to do."
Charleston as a whole.
Students sh ared anecdotes of wards the discussion of safe spaces, going to be treated like how I'll be
their experiences with harassment Abdoulaye- Pedila brought up how treated outside," Abdoulaye- Pedila
Jalyn Long can be reachei:I at 581a safe space for her is the expecta- said. "I pay to go here; I pay to be
2812 or jnlong@eiu.edu.
based on their race.
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Class? Class 'fho?

B lton

needs to
testify
The impeachment saga the United States has
been witnessing the last couple of months has
been pretty much everything all of us could have
expected it to be: An extremely partisan process
where any ideas of working across the aisle were
killed from the word go.
The House did its work already, voting to
impeach President Donald J. Trump and now
the Senate is its second week of the trial, with
Trump's defense team wrapping up its defense
case.
Of course, before the process wraps up, we all
must bear witness to another show of Congress'
complete lack of any ability to compromise, this
time concerning whether or not former nation
al security adviser John R. Bolton should have to
testify before the Senate or not.
Bolton, who is releasing a b�ok in March
about working with the president, apparently
has a section of his book which alleges Trump
directly withheld military aid from the Ukraine,
in an effort to get the country to investigate for
mer Vice President Joe Biden and his son Hunt
er.
The idea of whether or not Trump withheld
aid directly from Ukraine in return for an inves
tigating the Bidens is the central theme in the
democrats case that Trump abused his power of
office.
Regardless of if what Bolton alleges is true or
regardless of how anyone on either side of the
aisle feels about Bolton, the former national se
curityadviser should becalled .to..testify before
the Senate.
Republicans have pushed back against this
notion, while democrats have pushed for it.
Let us not forget what is happening here in
the county: you can believe the impeachment of
Donald Trump is a sham or you can believe it is
legit and he should be removed from office. No
matter which one of those things you believe,
the fact of the matter is that the president is on
trial. That is not fake news, that is not a hoax, it
is reality.
Being that the president is on trial in the Sen
ate, Bolton should have to testify.
Bolton serves as too strong of a witness for
him not to be a part of this historic trial.
If Bolton is lying, let that lie be exposed on
the witness stand. If Bolton is telling the truth,
let that truth come out on the witness stand.
There is no reason at all that Bolton should
not deliver testimony to the Senate.
The American people deserve to hear all the
angles of this case, particularly one as important
as Bolton's.
This trial cannot be a some dog and pony
show for democrats and republicans to flex mus
cle on each other.
It needs to be a fair and legitimate process for
the sake of the American people. And for it to
be fair and legitimate, Bolton must testify.

S.:. We're Hiring!

�ave openings for those who
Editing
Design

information.

Zack Berger

Sports aiid politics are linked

We live in a world where ma;y people treat
sports as a means to escape the everyday world.
They use sports as a way to avoid the political
problems that seem to dominate everyday conver
sation.
The upcoming Super Bowl should serve as the
ultimate escape in the minds of these people, but
this year's big game will serve as a prescient re
minder that sports and politics are inextricably
linked.
Politics are present in every event and every in
stitution in the world, and the Super Bowl is cer
tainly no exception.
This year, it was announced that Fox News host
Sean Hannity would interview President Trump
during the Super Bowl pregame show Sunday af
ternoon.
This is nothing new, however. Trump did a pre
Super Bowl interview in 2017 and 2019. Obama
did such an interview every year he was in office.
Of course, this year's interview, coming in the
midst of a historic impeachment trial, will likely be
an unbelievable nightmare to behold.
But as politics consistently seep into the world

ADAM TU MINO
of sports, there seems to be more backlash when
the opposite takes place.
Whenever an athlete or member of the sports
media comments on politics, there is a large num
ber of people who respond negatively with the
now-cliche refrain "stick to sports."
Why should sports figures be told to stay in
their lane when, every year, politicians use sports
are tools?
The simple answer is that sports figures should
not be _told to ignore politics. After all, what is
more important than politics?

Politics literally affect us all, in nearly everything
we do. And unfortunately for some people, there is
no escaping them.
But this is not a bad thing.We should not want
to escape from politics, or pretend that they are not
ever-present in the world of sports.
We stand for the national anthem before ev
ery sporting event. That is politics. We applaud
soldiers in attendance. That is politics. Presidents .
throw out ceremonial first pitches at baseball
games.That is, obviously, politics.
There is nothing :wrong with wanting to watch a
game for a few hours and forget about the troubles
of the world. The world is a terrible place that pro
vides terrible news on a minute-to-minute basis.
And when the action on the field is actually tak
ing place, that is the closest we come to a true es
cape.
Before and after the games, politics inevitably present themselves. This has been, and always will
be the case. Enjoy the game, everyone.

Adam Tumino is a junior journalism major. He can be
reachedat 581-2812 oratajtumino@eiu.edu.

Tipped employees need higher wages
Tipped employees should get paid mini
mum wage (or higher, if employers choose) in
addition i:o the tips they earn. This should ap
ply everywhere in the U.S.
Under the federal Fair Labor· Standards Act,
employers can pay their tipped employees at
minimum $2.13 an hour.
In other states, including Illinois, employ
ers must pay a minimum cash wage above
$2.13, but it can still be well below the state's
minimum wage.
However, this doesn't mean employers can
get away with only paying their tipped em
ployees $2 .13 an hour - people need to
make minimum wage. That means if an em
ployee makes less than $9.25 per hour (in Il
linois as of January 2020} during his or her
shift in combined tips and minimum pay; the
employer has to give a tip credit to make up
the difference (that credit is maxed at $5 .12
under the FLSA).
There are also special rules that consider
factors like businesses' size and gross income,
and some states have different laws that. cer
tainly have an effect on these wages.
From there, it's up to the employers to de
cide whether or not they want to enforce a
tip pool, wherein the employees have to share
their tips with others.
Tipped employees should earn their states'

LOGAN RASCHKE
minimum wages on top of the tips they earn.
It is customary in the U.S. to tip our wait
ers and waitresses, barbers and hairstylists, and
others working in certain service industries.
But while it is customary, it is not required.
It doesn't matter how impeccable the ser
vice is. At the end of the day, the customer
does not have to tip.
Illinois and every other state should join
the other seven that are required to pay their
employees full-state minimum wages before
tips.
Besides the fact that tips are not guaran
teed, I believe it would improve the liveli
hoods of a large demographic of working indi
viduals who are likely close to the federal pov
erty threshold ($12,760 a year for households

with one person).
Many employers choose to maintain their
employees in part-time positions to avoid hav
ing to provide benefits.
This means some tipped employees are
working just under 40 hours a week, make
minimum wage and do not qualify for ben
efits.
Making this pay adjustment a requirement
would also likely improve more workers' qual
ity of service.
If employees are guaranteed to make a min
imum wage in addition to tips, they're not as
worried about their salaries; there's a higher
money-making potential there.
W here quality of life improves, quality of
service is likely to improve, too.
And let's face it; this country has a long
standing prejudice against minimum-wage
workers.
They are hardly even allowed 30-minute
breaks·ducing 8- or 9-hour shifts.
We need to respect our service workers, and
while making this pay requirement wo·uldn't
put an end to the unfair prejudices, it would
still some positive impact.
Logan Raschke is a senior journalism major.
She can be reached at 581-2812 or at lrra
schke@eiu.edu.
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DEAN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

"My contribution would be fa
cilitating the discussion as to what
n eeds to be done and identify
ing the people who are best suited
to do that," Benkert said. "Facul
ty needs to lead most of what hap
pens on campus and so if you look
at my vita, you'll see a long list of
deliverables, but most of those de
liverables were only accomplished
because I had a lot of good teams."
Benkert also touched on what he
can do for students in terms of di
versity and recruitment.
"Is diversity and inclusion go
ing to be just counting things be
cause just counting things is,n't di
versity or inclusion," Benkert said.
"We can't say there are our bench
.marks and you need to meet these
benchmarks. We need to be build
ing ladders on how to get them to
these expectations."

»

W hen speaking about himself,
Benkert candidly described both
his strengths and weaknesses.
"I bring a sense of urgency to
everything that we do, and I bring
a way for people to accomplish
the thing that needs to be done,"
Benkert said. "I bring the ability
to know what I can't do and learn
how to do that."
Benkert displayed his knowl
edge in diverse positions while also
showing his resilience in said po-·
sitions.
"On campus I g e t t h rown at
whatever's perceived to be a prob
lem," Benkert said. "I'd like to stop
fixing everything and see what I
can grow."
Emilie Bowman can be reached
at 581-2812 or ejbowman@eiu.edu.

A

Stuart Benkert, the inaugural

H

AILY

h ead of the department of performing arts .at the University of Tennessee at Chat

tanooga, discusses what experience and qualities he will bring to the open dean position during his interview at
Booth Library on Tuesday afternoon.

NURSING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
"The Board of Nursing in Illinois has
approve the curriculum, all the courses,
where they go, and how they're laid out,"
Gosse said. "That will be in a couple of
months and then we look at the accred
iting body; so our national accreditation.
They have to also approve the curriculum

to

and then we prepare for a visit &om the
Board and the Board of Nursing and the
accrediting body."
Gosse herselfhas been working on de
vdoping the curriculum for the nursing
program, setting course goals, objective
and assignments. Gosse said that Ho!-

ly Farley, has been handling more of the
hands-on work like finding equipfnent,
staffing and figuring out what the pro
posed department needs to be stocked up
on.
"It's great to see us hit all these mile
stones so fur;' Gosse said "It's been a lot of

work and it is a very short time frame for
program devdopment. But we have hit all
the milestones so fur and hopefully that
will keep on,'and I think it is because of
the Provost, his commitment to the pro
gram and to getting the resources that we
as faculty need to do the work."

Gosse said it is probably going to be a
solid year before they start looking at ad
missions and the goal is to have the pro
gram ready to go in Fall 20�1 .
JJ Bullock can be reached at 581-

2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

ATTENTION FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES,
JUNIORS, AND GRADUATING SENIORS:

A LIMITED NUMBER OF YEARBOOKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE TO GRADUATES IN
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS, SO MAKE �URE YOU RESERVE YOUR COPY OF EIU'S
AWARD-WINNING YEARBOOK TODAY!
IF YOU ARE GRADUATING, AND WANT TO BE GUARANTEED A YEARBOOK, YOU MUST ORDER ONEI
YEARBOOKS ARE $20. TO ORDER, VISIT:

https://commerce.cash net.com/ei uspu b
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·Reptile friends
,·

ELIZABETH WOOD I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Sophia Parrillo, a sophomore majoring in elementary ed.ucatioh anct primary animal caretaker for the Herbotology Club, waits to sign' up for afuture
'
bake sale . during the Herbotology Club meeting in the Biological Science building on Tuesday night During the meeting, new and old members had
"
.introduced themselves and shared thelrfavorite animal. discussed volunteer anet outreach events, and iearned about snakes.
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Crossword

27 It's an affront

ACROSS
1 "Yo - check this

out!"

9

32 Lasting mark

colada

35 Kind of fatty acid

13 Kind of palm

38 What Santa

14 Subject taught in

said when the
reindeer went
on strike on
Christmas Eve?

a madrasa

16 Endmost

compartment in
a till

•

42 Get a hurry on
43 Norse god with a

17 What Santa said

hammer

when his sleigh
touched down?

19 Singer Redding
20 "Jingle Bells"

or"White
Christmas"

21 Special

treatment, for
short

22 "Damn Yankees"

vamp

23 What Santa

might say on
his North Pole
hotline?

·

44_Beta Kappa
·

,

.

Jan. 31 2020 7-9 pm. See https://
www.eiu.edu/physics/observatory.
php for further information and
map and directions to the obser
vatory.

A-

block to Lantz, 1 block � o Physical

1 _ verde (desert

tree)

47_soup

Science Building. Perfect for two

2 Where shampoo

50 What Santa

said when going
down a chimney
that had a lit
fireplace?

56 State firmly
57 Tidbit in

vegetable soup

58 Reason for

hoarseness

60 Zig or zag

ANSWER TO PR1!vlOUS PUZZLE

_

For rent

2 BEDROOM HOUSE on 3rd street 1 /2

DOWN

45 Sporty car roof

�'""+'�+,'+""tiiiill

at the EIU Observatory Friday

around dawn on
Christmas Day?
64 Red Muppet
65 Loop with a
slipknot
66 Menu bar
heading
67 "God_
Ye Merry,
Gentlemen"
68 What you may
call it
69 Lawman Eliot·

29 Latin gods

5 Laze in the rays

holding a free public open house

No. 1225

61 What Santa says

28 Slightly

Announcements

is applied
3 Place to get a
C.D. or an LR.A.
4 Spruces (up)
5 Part of a dating
profile, for short
6 All the dirt on
Santa?
7 A deadly sin
8 Mexican artist
Frida
9 Place where
one might hear
"That's my c.ue!"
10 Past the point of
no return
11 Sam of"Jurassic
Park"
12 Syria's Bashar
al-_
15 Coffee shop
order
18 Mend
24 Part of a window
thrown up in"A
Visit from St.
Nicholas"
�� florid� th!l!J:1e
park

• _

some, with washer & dryer, central
ac, dishwasher,.screened front porch.
One year @$650/month for 2, tenant
pays utilities. Jim Wood, Realtor, bro
ker/owner. www.woodrentals.com
PUZZLE BY BRUCE HAIGHT

26 Nebraska county

named for an
indigenous people

29 Talk trash about
30 "Blah, blah,
blah .. :·: Abbr.
31 Weather map

lines relating to
temperature

33 Something to say

to a doctor

34 Par.ts of guesses

in Clue

36 Kinda sorta

37 Onetime CBS

forensic drama
39 Rhyming
question of
attractiveness
40 "However .. .," in
texts
41 Partner of
proper
46 Drop by
unexpectedly
48 C-worthy
49 "Sure, if that's
how you feel . . :·
50 Sharp critic

51 Undeveloped egg

217-345-4489 for appointment.

cell

52 Air freshener

scent

53 Country

bumpkin

54 Get washed

away

55 Round of four

FOLLOW

59 Favorites
62 Buckeyes' sch.

US ON TWITTER

63 French_(bird
in"The 12 Days

of Christmas")

Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
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By the numbers: Eastern improved this season
By Dillan Schorfheide

steals per game.
. Johnson's length and quickness help
him nab passes and the ball away from
ball handlers, and Dixon is good at read
ing passes that come into or around the
lane.
- ,.,.

Sports Editor I @Dill_DENSports

Despite some ups and downs, and
some harmful tendencies that returned
from last season, the men's basketball

team has improved this year and looks to
have a good season ahead of it still.
The positive sign is that the improve
ments are on things that the team needed
to work on after last season because those
issues kept Eastern from competing with
other teams, mainly too much of a reli
ance on three-point shooting and defense
not being strict enough.
These are the statistics from this sea
son that show how much Eastern has im
proved on both sides of the ball.

1,000

Sure, everyone knows about Mack
Smith's three-point shooting and the
streak he currently has of making a three
pointer in 69 straight games.
But what people do not always talk
about is Smith's ability to score aside from

three-pointers.
Smith has shown this season that he
can make mid-range jump shots well, and
he has capitalized on Dixon's post passing
to get a lot of scoring chances on layups or
shots around the lane.
Aside from his accomplishment of
the three-point streak, Smith is 1 8 points
away _from another major accomplishment: 1,000 career points.
Smith is shooting free throws better
this season (73 . 1 percent compared to
68.8 percent last season), and he is mak
ing 2.4 three-pointers per game this sea
son, compared to his average of2.53 last
season.
While that average is not significant
ly lower, all those statistics show that his
three-pointers alone are not defining him
as a scorer this season; he also leads the
team in scoring, averaging 1 3.2 points per
game with 264 points scored this season.
As a side note, Smith's defense has improved this sea5on, too, as Easter� head
coach Jay Spoonhour has said multiple
times this season that he is impressed with
how Smith has gotten better at defending.

6.8
Eastern is making 6.8 three-point shots
per game this season, compared to 8.5 last
season.
While it may seem backward to say
that a lower number is better this year, it
truly is. Too many times last season, East
ern would finish a game (sometimes wins
as well as losses) with approximately 1 5
missed three-point attempts.
The Panthers did not have a real
ly good post player to dump the ball in
to, and the Panthers would fall back on
shooting threes because they could not
rely on getting inside the lane consistently.
This season, George Dixon has been
a force inside, averaging 1 2. 7 points per
game (mainly scoring inside), and his ad
ditional passing ability in the post has lift
ed a burden from Eastern's shoulders.
The Panthers are able to move around
more and get more opportunities in and

around the lane, making three-pointers
less of a necessity and more of an added
bonus during games.
Even if the Panthers have a bad night
shooring from three-point range, it does
not hurt them as much this year, since
they have options to score elsewhere; last
season, if Eastern was not shooting well, it
did not have much else to rely on.

iJ d:.d i 11
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Guard Josiah Wallace looks to shoot the ball in Eastern's 6 1 -59 win against Southeast Missouri on Jan. 25 at Lantz
Arena.

7.8

To refer back to Eastern's three-point
shooting last year, seeing the Panthers
have more steals in a game than three
point shots made would have been weird
and felt out-of-place.
This season, that happens to be the
norm: Eastern averages 7.8 steals per
game, which is also fairly more than last
season's average of 6.3.
Eastem's defense has improved overall,

but especially on the perimeter.
Even with the loss of Deang Deang,
who was Eastern's best perimeter defend
er until suffering a season-ending injury in
December, the Panthers have picked up
tl1e work well.
Eastern's guards are defending their
marks on the perimeter more tightly,
sometimes too tightly, and they are stay
ing in front of them better.
Teams are not getting to the lane as
easy, and in general, Eastern's help de
fense is not over committing or getting

too jumbled.
Eastern's hands are more active, too,
and the Panthers are holding opponents
to shooting 34. 1 percent from three-point
range currently, fairly better than opponents' 38.4 percent from three-point
range last season.
And leading the charge in,the steals
category are two newcomers to Eastern
this season: Marvin Johnson and Dixon.
Dixon and Johnson are eighth and
ninth in the conference, respectively, with
steals per game as each are averaging 1 .4

!ifl

_,

_mentsJhat ha'le.helped the team this season.
Di/Ian Schorfheide can be reached at

581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.
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The Panthers are not perfect by _any
means, but these statistics show that Eastem has made some necessary improve-
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5 OVC women' s basketball teams over . 5 00
By A dam Tumino

Women's Basketball Reporter I �adam_
tumino
There are 10 games remaining in
the conference schedule for the wom
en's basketball teams of the OVC.
The standings are. split at this point
of the season, with five OVC teams
posting conference records aoove
.500 and five teams sitting below
.500.
Pacing the conference so far is
Tennessee Tech ( 1 5 -4, 8-0 OVC) .
The Golden Eagles are on an 1 1 game winning streak and have the
second-highest scoring offense in the
conference. Their defense ranks third
in the conference.
Looming for Tennessee Tech is a
matchup with second-place Belmont
( 1 2-7, 7- 1 OVC). Belmont's offense
is not quite as productive as Tennes
see Tech's, ranking eighth in the con
ference.
The Bruins are fueled by their de
fense which is the top defense in the
OVC, allowing just 58.5 points per
game.
This will be the highest-stakes
matchup this weekend in the con
ference. The OVC's third and fourth
place teams, Tennessee-Martin and
$,cwfh,Aet i§sguri> ;ich fas:e More
head State ( 8 - 1 2 , 4 - 4 6VC) and
Eastern Kentucky (8- 1 1 , 2-6 OVC).
Eastern sits in fifth place in the
OVC and plays its pair of weekend
games on the road after playing four
straigh t at home, going 2-2 in that
stretch . .1>
'th e Pant h ers travel to M urray
State (9- 1 0, 2-6 OVC) Thursday be
fore playing Austin Peay ( 1 1 -8, 2-6
OVC) Saturday.
On an individual level, the confer
ence is being dominated by a pair of
players: Tennessee-Martin's Chelsey
Peuy, ;µid Bel,mont's Ellie Harmeyer.
Perry is the OVC's leading scorer
and second-leading rebounder and
Harmeyer is the leading rebounder
and second-leading scorer.
Perry is averaging 22.4 points and
8.4 rebounds per game; but is scoring
at an even higher clip in conference
play, averaging 27.3 points per game
against OVC oppol!ents.
Harmeyer is averaging 1 7 .9 points

tM
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Guard Kira Arthofer dribbles past a defender in Eastern's 77-65 loss against Southeast Missouri on Jan. 25 at Lantz Arena: Arthofer had three points, three
assists, three rebounds, and four steals in the game.

and 1 1 .5 rebounds petlgame. She too
has increased her scoring in confer
ence play, averaging 1 9 .4 points per
game.
Both Perry and Harmeyer are in
the top- 1 0 in the conference in field
goal percentage as well.
Eastern's leading scorer remains

Karle Pace, who i s averaging 1 4.9
points per game this season. Much
like Perry and Harmeyer, Pace has
upped her scoring average in confer
ence play, averaging 1 8 . 6 points per
game.
Eastern freshman Lariah Wash
ington is the top-scoring freshman

in the conference both overall and in
conference play. She is averaging 1 0
points per game this season, the only
freshman to average double-figures
scoring. She is averaging 1 2.3 points
per game in conference, besting the
next-highest freshman by nearly two
points per game.

For the remainder of the season,
the top teams in the OVC wil l have
battle for supremacy while the teams
in the middle of the pack will try to
close the gap.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 581-

2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu
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Eastern to face top two teams . in the OVC this week
By Blake Faith

Men's Basketball Reporter I @BFAITH0024

..

1 8.3 points per game is fourth in the
ovc.

Smith averages 1 0. 7 points per
Murray State and Austin Peay have game and leads the Racers in re
yet to lose a conference game as they bounding with 8 . 1 rebounds per
sit at the top two places in the OVC game. He is third in rebounding in
standings. Both are the Panthers op- the OVC.
ponents this week in two games on ,
Murray State's offense averages 78
the road that are tough adversaries for points per game while only giving up
a team that hasn't won a conference 65 points per game which are both
third for the OVC team statistics.
game on the road.
Murray State lost their star playAustin Peay is 1 4-7 overall with an
er in Ja Morant when he left for the 8-0 conference record. The Governors
NBA Draft, but was still predicted in are 9-0 at home while riding an eight
the preseason polls to win the. con- game win streak including wins over
ference. Murray State is 1 5-5 over- Tennessee- Martin, Belmont, Tennes
all with an 8�0 conference record this-. see Tech, Tennessee State, Southeast
season. In conference play the Rae- M�souri and Jacksonville State.
ers outscored their opponents 1 1 . 5
The Governors average 78.6 points
per game offensively that is second
points per game.
The Racers are 1 0-0 at home while in the OVC, while they give a sixth
riding a nine-game winning streak.
place 72.8 points per game to their
The Racers have defeated Belmont, opponents.
Tennessee- Martin, Southeast MisAustin Peay junior Terry Taylor
souri, and Tennessee State at home.
leads the OVC in points per game
{23.2) and rebounds per game (9.4).
The Racers have four scorers that
average in double figures in Tevin Taylor averages 3.4 offensive re
Brown, KJ Williams, Anthony Smith, bounds per game which is second in
and Jaiveon Eaves. Brown's average of the conference.

Austin Peay as a team leads the
conference in offensive rebounds per
game with an average of 1 1 .8 . The
offensive rebounding Eastern's game
against Southeast Missouri could sug
,gest this factor being a problem for
the Panthers.
Comparing the Panthers to these
two teams, the Panthers are 1 1 -9 with
a conference record of 4-4. The Pan
thers have yet to win a game on the
road since conference play has begun.
The Panthers offensively average
75.8 points per game (fifth) while giv
ing up 68. 1 points per game {second).
Co-OVC Newcomer of the week
junior George Dixon leads the Pan
thers in scoring ( 1 2.8 points per
game) and rebounds (8.8 per game).
Dixon who is listed at 6'5 is second in
the OVC in rebounds per game and
has emerged as a two-way leader for
the Panthers.
Eastern's men's basketball team will
play on the road against Murray State
on Thursday at 7 p.m.
Blake Faith can be reached at 581-

2812 or bmfaith@eiu.edu.
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Forward JaQualis Matlock looks to pass the ball in East�.rn's 6 1 -59 win
against Southeast Missouri on Jan. 25 at Lantz Arena.

